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“The new text is ENGAGING, INSIGHTFUL, and EASY TO FOLLOW.  The presentation 
appeals to all types of learners while seamlessly delivering the necessary 

information to the students.  Ave Maria Press is constantly working to improve 
its texts and stay at the forefront of Catholic high school publishing.”

MATTHEW CAIRE
Religion Department Chair 

Archbishop Rummel High School
 Metairie, Louisiana
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RESPONDED.YOU
ASKED.WE

WE WANTED TO KNOW:
What do you like about our textbooks?

What can we do to make them even better?

WE ARE READY
TO SHOW YOU!

Over the past several months, we’ve MET FACE-TO-FACE 
WITH HUNDREDS OF HIGH SCHOOL THEOLOGY TEACHERS 
at schools from coast-to-coast. We have also LEARNED 
and BENEFITED from the responses of more than 2,500 
theology teachers via a 70-item online survey.

LISTENED!WE

www.avemariapress.com/encounteringjesus



“The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in 
touch but in COMMUNION, in INTIMACY, WITH JESUS CHRIST.”

—ST. JOHN PAUL II

These words of St. John Paul II are at the core of our high school theology curriculum and the Encountering Jesus 

series. By expanding their knowledge of the life of Jesus, his mission, and his saving actions, teens ready themselves 

for active participation in his Body, the Church, communion with him in the Sacraments, and friendship with him 

through right living with their neighbors. To encounter Jesus is much different than to only learn about him, meet 

him, or know him. TO ENCOUNTER JESUS DEMANDS A DEEPER CONNECTION THAT LEADS TO A RESPONSE.

The Encountering Jesus series carries on two special traditions at Ave Maria Press. First, as a ministry of the 

Congregation of Holy Cross, Ave Maria Press seeks to employ the method of our founder, Bl. Basil Moreau, to form the 

“minds, hearts, and hands” of students in order that they may know, love, and serve Christ in the Church. Second, 

the title of the series pays tribute to master teacher Michael Pennock (1945–2009), a pillar at Ave Maria Press and 

the original author of several of our textbooks, including the popular Encountering Jesus in the New Testament.

Ave Maria Press is pleased to 
announce the release of the
ENCOUNTERING JESUS 

textbook series.

Download the series scope and sequence and find additional 
information about the Encountering Jesus series at 

avemariapress.com/encounteringjesus.

“Jesus and the Church represents the STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE 
that many have come to expect and appreciate from Ave Maria Press. Teachers will 
appreciate its theological consistency, while students will find the format FRESH 

AND ENGAGING. Above all, the text is EXTREMELY RELEVANT, bringing the message 
of Christ and His Church to the next generation of Catholic students.”

TIM KETTENRING, D.MIN.
Department Chair of Theology and Religion, Holy Cross School, New Orleans, Louisiana

www.avemariapress.com/encounteringjesus
Curriculum

A Ministry of the United States Province of Holy Cross



• Introduce each chapter

• Unify main concepts and encourage 
understanding

• Are addressed throughout the chapter 
and assessed in several ways

CHAPTER FOCUS QUESTIONS

Teens live in an environment that is immediate, fast, engaging, and dynamic. They read short postings 
and text messages on small phone screens that come to them at all hours of the day and night. 

Elements like infographics help teens to focus on material that is most important.

• Speaks directly to the students

• Introduce the chapter focus question

• Make real-life connections between the 
core material and the contemporary world

CONTEMPORARY NEWS OPENERS

CONVERSATIONAL NARRATIVE

Inspired by the work of DR. LORRAINE OZAR and developed in consultation with 
DR. MICHAEL BOYLE from the LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO SCHOOL OF EDUCATION, 

the Encountering Jesus series introduces several new design elements to 
encourage better comprehension skills and retention of information.

PEDAGOGICAL REDESIGN

www.avemariapress.com/encounteringjesus
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• Improve the structural organization 
of each chapter 

• Summarize the main idea at the 
beginning of each section

• Assure that students understand the material

• Aid students in  learning to summarize material

• Focus on one particular learning skill, such as 
identifying a main idea or arranging items in a 
sequence

CLEARLY LABELED SECTIONS

GLOSSARY TERMS
• Provide definitions for highlighted terms

NOTE-TAKING GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS

HERE IS WHAT’S NEW

• Complement the text and serve as teaching 
tools instead of just filling space

• Include both classic and contemporary 
religious images

• Contain informational captions that explain 
each photo’s significance

PHOTOS

www.avemariapress.com/encounteringjesus



• Present complex material quickly and 
concisely in ways students can easily 
understand and remember 

• Highlight key teaching points

• Help to keep the material fresh and 
focused, while adding new levels of 
understanding 

• Feature relevant topics and contemporary 
events in sidebars

HERE IS WHAT’S NEW
INFOGRAPHICS

www.avemariapress.com/encounteringjesus
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• Label the type of learning 
skill involved for each item

• Sumarize the chapter with these consistent elements that 
can be used for enrichment, assessment, and review:

 § section summaries 
 § chapter learning assignments
 § faithful disciple profiles
 § explaining-the-faith questions and answers
 § prayers

POWERPOINTS

HANDOUTS

SECTION ASSESSMENTS

CHAPTER REVIEWS

DIRECTED-READING 
WORKSHEETS

CROSSWORD PUZZLES

Teachers say Ave Maria Press has 
the best online resources. They were 

created by teachers just like you!

NEW ONLINE RESOURCES 
COMING THIS JANUARY!

HERE IS WHAT’S NEW

www.avemariapress.com/resources

VIDEOS

ONLINE CLASSROOM RESOURCES
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csallak@nd.edu

Janice Rajski
Sales Consultant
(800) 282-1865, x211
jrajski@nd.edu

Textbooks Available for 2015–16 School Year!

Jesus and 
the Church
One, Holy, Catholic, 
Apostolic
Student ISBN: 
978-1-59471-212-8, $25.95
eTextbook ISBN: 
978-1-59471-538-9, $12.99
Teacher’s Edition ISBN: 
978-1-59471-213-5, $39.95

Foundations 
of Catholic 
Social Teaching
Living as a Disciple 
of Christ
Student ISBN:  
978-1-59471-467-2, $25.95
eTextbook ISBN:  
978-1-59471-468-9, $12.99
Teacher’s Edition ISBN:  
978-1-59471-469-6, $39.95

THE ENCOUNTERING JESUS SERIES

Future Textbook Release Schedule

Contact us for more information about the Encountering Jesus series: 

Course I
Expected for 

2016–17 school year

Course II
Expected for 

2017–18 school year

Course III
Expected for 

2017–18 school year

Course V
Expected for 

2017–18 school year

Course VI
Expected for 

2017–18 school year

Course IV Elective C

www.avemariapress.com/jesusandthechurch www.avemariapress.com/foundations
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